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sl Edd and Merima Vukovic and their one-year old son left Bosnia in 1992 fleeing

4, BEU  the war. They moved to Sarajevo staying until again the war caught up with
them. They made their way to Bonn, Germany where their daughter was
born. By 1999, they arrived in the U.S. as refugees. Luckily, family members
here helped them get started. In 2001, Merima enrolled with IRWP and Noel
Cubbage became her teacher. Noel said, “Merima was very motivated to learn
English. Her goal was to fully integrate into the culture, and make America her
home.” Merima’s hard work to improve her English opened new doors.

The Vukovics embody the success story of a hardworking immigrant family.
Edd and Merima worked at Vijohn Corporation for 4-5 years. They became
entrepreneurs, starting a small grocery/fast food store at the site of the old
McArthur’s bakery in South County. They also opened The Bosnia Travel and
Tours combined with an insurance agency on Gravois by the Bevo Mill. They
sold both of these successful businesses to move into the restaurant business - Edi's Bar & Restaurant. Like many
other businesses, the current economy negatively impacted their restaurant and business slowed. Edd and Merima
are not ones to give up, and instead decided to change to meet the needs of their community while still doing what
they enjoy...sharing their delicious foods at Edi's Market and Deli.

When not busy at their enterprise, they are busy with their children. Their daughter is finishing her freshman year of
high school, and their 18 year old son will attend Rolla in the fall, having earned a scholarship to study engineering.
Edd also enjoys playing soccer, a national game of Bosnia.

Edi’s Market and Deli to Open
by Ann Maassen

Edi's Restaurant and Bar is being re-modeled and is opening June 26th as Edi’'s Market & Deli. If you are familiar with
the restaurant, you will be very happy to learn that the same wonderful food will be available. In addition to the
restaurant fare, they will be offering a full deli, plus a European Market.

On a recent trip to the restaurant, friends and | had Sudzukice,
seasoned beef sausage in flat bread with sour cream, onion and
mustard, and Edi's salad which is tomatoes, cucumbers, onion, peppers
all chopped and covered with feta cheese. The menu included thin pizza,
steaks, wings, shrimp, fish and BBQ in the summer. Merima is the chef,
and her flat bread is exceptional. The new deli will have fresh bread each
day, in all types of variations.

Dessert will also stay on the menu. A special offering will be tufahije
(toofhaheeah), which is a baked apple with walnuts and cream. For the
more traditional palate, there is also tiramisu and a banana split.

Edi's Market & Deli is located at 8809 Gravois, an area that has seen a

great influx of immigrants in the last few years. The Market will be able to cater to the wishes of the neighbors 7
days a week, 9 AM - 7 PM. | am looking forward to the re-opening of Edi’'s, and | highly recommend a visit for
lunch, dinner, or a shopping trip to Europe without leaving South County.

( Your donation today can help a dream come true. )
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to increase the independence
and reduce the isolation
of immigrant and refugee women
by teaching them basic English
and practical living skills

che security of their own homy
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Famous Words

“What we learn with pleasure,
we never forget.”

—Alfred Mercier

From the Director

As we end our fiscal year, we are very proud to announce that with the help of
our amazing volunteer teachers, we have had a 25% increase in services and
have served over 110 women during the year! Presently, over 70 immigrant
and refugee women are working hard to increase their English skills and we plan
to teach even more in the future. We believe this growth shows that our
program has been successful in fulfilling our mission, as well as taking it to a
higher level in addressing specific needs and goals of our students.

Just as the strained economy has been difficult for business and families
throughout our community, many of our students and their families have been
feeling the crunch. Some have lost jobs or have had their hours cut; others
have had an increasingly difficult time making ends meet. Despite this, their
dedication to learning English has only become stronger. Our students
understand that one of the most important ways that they can be successful is
to learn English, and that in tough times this skill only becomes more important.
And successful they have been! Some students are just beginning their journey
out of isolation and into the community, while others are speaking English and
meeting their goals, receiving their citizenship, and even preparing for further
education. This year, 14 of our students received their U.S. citizenship and
many others have begun studying with their teachers for the test.

While we sadly lost some volunteers due to their jobs and relocations, we have
welcomed other new volunteers including some with international backgrounds.
We greatly appreciate their efforts and services. There are still many women
waiting for a volunteer to assist them, and IRWP is a great opportunity for you
to work one-on-one with a special woman.

We were fortunate to receive the financial support this year that allowed us to
support our volunteers and help our students meet their goals. Our board,

staff, and volunteers realize that the economy has impacted everyone and their
families. We also know that each gift will make a difference. Your donation of
any size can buy a book, help a volunteer with gas to visit their student, or help
train a new volunteer. We are blessed by your continuing support.

Pat Joshu - Executive Director

IRWP 2nd Annual Irish Hoolie

Nearly 300 people celebrated St. Patrick’'s Day at the

Mitzi MacDonald & Keltic Reign
Holly Laws, Ashby, Andrew, Michael Levine

Visit www.mitzimacdonald.com for more

Immigrant & Refugee Women’s Program’s Second Irish
Hoolie. Mitzi MacDonald & Keltic Reign entertained the crowd.

Guests also stayed busy choosing where to place their raffle
tickets. Shannon Shop, The Dubliner, Shakespeare’s, Cafe
Provencal, John D. McGurks, O’'Byrne Religious Goods,
Thistle and Clover, the Mitchell James Salon, PF Changs, and
Damien Duffy all contributed special items for the raffle.

Thank you to all our friends who joined in the fun and helped
raise over $3,000 to support volunteers and students. The
IRWP board members, staff and volunteers enjoyed catching
up with so many friends. We hope to see you all again next
year!

information and upcoming performances.



Meet A New Volunteer

We are excited to welcome one of our new volunteer teachers, Symphrosa
Maingi. Symphrosa, who is from Nairobi, Kenya, has a background as diverse as
many of our students, as well as a wonderful and inspiring spirit.

Symphrosa comes from what she describes as an “internationally-oriented
family.” Her mother travels working for the UN’s World Food Programme. Her
father, who works for himself as an auditor, also travels the world for work. He
has translated for the peacekeepers in Darfur and taught himself fluent Arabic.
At age 20, having been accepted into Saginaw Valley State University in Michigan,
Symphrosa headed to the United States. Despite coming from such an
adventurous family, it was still an impressive and courageous move on
Symphrosa’s part.

Never having seen the inside of a plane or snow, she landed in a vastly unfamiliar
(and cold) world and started a new life. Nine years later she has emerged from
“those very funny days” of first struggles, including an overnight Greyhound bus move with pots and pans in tow to
St. Louis after 3 years in small town America. In St. Louis she received her B.A. in Political Science from UMSL, as well
as Certificates in both Women’s and Gender Studies and Nonprofit Management & Leadership.
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Symphrosa Maingi

Symphrosa began volunteering at IRWP having been an immigrant herself. She brings her desire to continue her
involvement in her areas of interest. A perfect match was made between her and student Majuma, who is from
Somalia and spent 16 years in refugee camps in Symphrosa’s home country of Kenya. They speak different first
languages (Kikuyu for Symphrosa, Luyia for Majuma) but share a common language of Swabhili, in which Majuma is
particularly adept. While classes are in English, they also get to enjoy chatting in Swabhili together.

The two clicked instantly. “She loves to laugh,” says Symphrosa of Majuma. Majuma earned a high school education
while in her refugee camp and wants to go back to school to become a medical assistant. She is determined to
succeed and with Symphrosa’s help is now learning the English language. Symphrosa identifies a “survival instinct”
inherent in refugee and immigrants that help them make a new home in a different community. In this regard, these
ladies are no exception and are working together to meet their goals.

As for Symphrosa, she is using her IRWP teaching as a learning experience for her future. She hopes to take French
lessons next. Symphrosa plans to someday work on issues of women’s health, refugees, development, relief, and
economics in West Africa - a region of the world where the French language lessons will surely come in handy.

ﬂhank you to our friends who supported IRWP this year. You have made it possible for many of\
our students to read to their children, start new jobs, and become citizens. A special appreciation
to the following foundations who support our work with our students throughout the year.

Your IRWP Volunteers

Incarnate Word Foundation Norman J. Stupp Foundation
Dollar General Literacy Foundation The Trio Foundation of St. Louis
Spirit of St. Louis Women’s Fund Hausstette Foundation

of the Greater Saint Louis Community Fund The TJX Foundation
School Sisters of Notre Dame Evangela Fund Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent De Paul  Employees Community Fund of Boeing St. Louis
Square One Foundation The Marianists Province of the United States
St. Louis Philanthropic Organization School Sisters of Notre Dame Alms
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3672B Arsenal Street
St. Louis, MO 63116
314-771-1104
www.irwp.net
IRWP is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization.

If you would like to learn more about volunteering
or our services, request that your donation remain
anonymous, receive news via email, or remove
your name from the mailing list, please contact us
at 314-771-1104, email director@irwp.net, or write
us at 3672B Arsenal St., St. Louis, MO 63116.

Recycle Today & Help A Student

Dell, HP, Lexmark, Canon?
What printers do you use at the
office or home? Did you know
that 86 percent of people throw
their empty cartridges away?

Now your empty inkjet and laser
cartridges as well as cell phones
can be recycled by donating
them to IRWP.

Working with a fundraising-through-
recycling program, IRWP will receive
cash for these donated recyclables
to support our teachers and
students in reaching their goals.

We can earn up to $2 for each
cartridge donated. If your group or
church would like their own collection
box, call IRWP at 314-771-1104.
Donations can also be dropped off at our office at
3672B Arsenal Street.

Visit our website at www.irwp.net to read
more stories from IRWP.
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IRWP Receives BBB Seal

The Immigrant & Refugee Women'’s
Program is a recipient of the Better
Business Bureau’s Wise Giving
Seal.

“-
ACCREDITED
| CHARITY |

stlouis.bbb.org

This status is awarded to charities
that meet 20 standards for
accountability, including financial
accountability, governance and
oversight, effectiveness measures,
and open and honest fundraising
practices. These are among the
most comprehensive measurements
applied to non-profit institutions.

“Charities that display the BBB Wise Giving Alliance seal
can do so with pride,” says Michelle Corey, President
and CEO of the Better Business Bureau serving Eastern
Missouri and Southern Illinois. “Not only are they
attesting to their organizations’ adherence to sound
standards, they are helping to increase donor
confidence and strengthen public trust in giving.”

Save the Date

Trivia Night, Saturday, November 7, 2009
Hoolie, Sunday, March 7, 2010



